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RESTRICTIONS ON DOMESTIC TRADE.

There seems to be s general disposition on the
part of our contemporaries to inquire into
the expediency of the grounds on which the
Beoretary of the Treasury still maintains the
estrictions placed by his regulations on trade
with persons residing in the regions reclaim-

ed ~the military control of the insur-

fromi ‘much comment on the subject, because we
had supposed these restrictions were established
under the pressure of military considerations hav-
ing necessarily a paramount weight over the
laws of trade” And we had farther supposed
that these regulations were authorized if not di-
rected to be made by the existing legislation of

Congress on the subjeot.

We understand, however, that these regula-
tions take their origin chiefly from comsiderations
of expediency dependent on the discretion of the
present distinguished Scoretary of the Treasury,
sad are not imposed by act of Congress, while the
motives of military prudence which at one time
may have argued io their favor are not believed
by many intelligent publicists to exist in an equal
degree at the present day, or if there be advant ges
of this kind resulting from the policy in question, itis
urged that we may fiod in the pursuit of a differ-
ent policy ocountervailing advantages of another
kind sufficient to outweigh the former. Not hav-
ing sufficiently investigatec: the subject to venture
the expression of 8 definitive opinion on a ques-
tion which obviously has more sides than one, and
while coneceding that the tenacity with which the
Secretary of the Treasury adheres to his regula-
tions on this topio is, of iteelf, a sufficient proof
that there must be some ressons for the policy,
snd such as are satisfactory to that enlightened
officer, we cannot hide from ourselves the force of
some of the srguments popularly urged in favorof
their relaxation, if not their entire removal. And
we are confirmed in this conviction, while at the
same time satisfied that the Secretary of the Tres-
sury will judiciously modulate his regulations
socording to the diotates of a sound political
economy, by observing a report that ¢ through
the intarcession and earnest solicitaticn of Senator
Brown Mr. Chase has been induced to remove the

restrictions on trade in the State of Missouri.”
As noon as military prudence shall 'seem to justify
it, we do not doubt that there will be & more gen-
eral and cxtended relaxation of the policy in

The New York Commerecial Advertiser,an Admin-
istration r, thus enforces some of the oonsice-
rations which argue, it thinks, in favor of achange
under this head, at lcast with respeot to the trade
in cotton. It says:

“ The present polioy of the Goveroment in regard to
ﬁnm&n of eofton in regions reclaimed from rebel
. is unwise. The trade should be freed from many
ﬂc reatrictions impused upon it and thrown open to &

competition. Not much cotton hss been spared |

y the torches of the mad aod reckless men who have

{ the flocculent fibre to the vagaries of their wild
and unressonable ‘patriotism,’ aud bave impoverished
their friends, lest their enemies might chanee to be en-

i . Bat soch na is left is hodged in with difficulties
and girt sbout with obstacles to spproach, as if it were
':{rﬁnn'of 'b:“” w"'ﬁm “lnmoud om‘t:'
i Al t en ally comumine "

i eo&ﬂ: nhonlJ not be as abeolutely free as
, for it might be made the cover of sn ex-
de in contraband goods. But a eareful i
8 well-ordered system of intercourre could be
by whieh the object would be successfully
The co:ton within our lines, small as ia the
rtion it bears to the enormous crops that formerly
our commerce, is essential to the interesta of
1d’s business and vital to the necessities of mil-
men. A few hundred thousand bales thrown upon
market would speedily incline the balance of trade
if not fe our favor, would send down exchange
price of gold, would set the i1le wheels of manu-
in busy motion, would gladden the hearts and
¢ ateadfast and sufferiog friends in Lancashire,
ter the whole aspect of our forsign relationa,
omtive friendship for the now prevalent
and besitation. It would cheok the eoterprise of
oulture in the virgin fields of the East, by giving
of & full and nninterrapted supply from the old
st s Tetaege B, Prue aas
loan o ated by n France »
bolstered up by Heﬂ:&a I"ix:ally. ili u-?rcld
precautionary measure sgaine evil resulta of an
dllzrhue af‘.t:n peace of Europe, or of
at the monetary centres of London and

“ Nor wonld the effsct be less marked upon our rela-
bellion. Their citizena sre poor
the uscenssrios and enmforte o
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of old, brought with it the

general prosperity. The
Mloml.zb. 'l‘lz‘:ci

this money. 1hey wonld bave no foar of
from ilu:rnt vengesnes, for they
redeemed from rebel thrall ia permanently re-
possessed, and that the Buare and Btripes
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CONGRESSIONAL.

CONFISOATED PROPERTY.

In the House of Rep_re—aantntives, on Wednes-
day, the 13¢h instant—

Mr. WILBON, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
reported back, with a recommendstion that it do Y
joint resolution to amend a joint resolution expl of
sn act to suppress insurreotion, to punish’treason and re-
bellion, to unlmﬂmmwnpgof rebels, and
for other purposes, spproved July 17, 1862.

Tigmnt resolution amends the joint resolution of July
17, 1862, by making it read tbal no punishment or pro-
ceeding nnder it shall be so construed se to work a for-
feiture of the estate of the offender duriog his life,
the amendment being intended to limit operation and
effeot of the law cnly so far as to make them conformable
to section three, article three, of the Constitution of the
Uited Rtates.

Mr. WiLsoN said he was directed informally to offer
the following amendmeat : ‘

Provided, That no other public w: or proclumation
buder the act of July 17, 1362, chapter ety-five, on
#ix, is or ghall be Iilldﬂllllﬂ“p of the P, eai-
dent, made and iehed by him on the 25th July, 1862;
which proclamation o made shall be received and held suf-
ficient in all cages now pending or wh'ch may uereafter ari e
under sui  aet. s -

And on this he demanded the previous question, which
waa seonnded, the main r.ﬁ-oﬂ-nd- et et

Mr. PENDLETON moved that the bill and amendment
be referred to the Committes of the Whole on the state
of the Union. '

The RPEAKER deecided the motion to be out of order.
The question on the amendment was taken, and decided
in the a tive by the following vcte:

YEAS—Mosars. Alle
D. Baldwin, Buxter,

T. Dnvt.‘ Dawes,
Gooch, Grinnell,
John H. ‘Hubbard,

Hull

lom—T78.

NAYB—Megsre, William J. Allen, Brooks, James 8. Brown, William
@. Brown, Chanler, Ulay, Coffroth, Cox. Cravens, Dawson, Dennlson,
Eden, , Bidridge, Foglish, Pinck, Ganson,
bfleisch, Kernan, y K

Griswold,
mﬂm‘ﬁ Law, Lazear, Lo Blond,
Long, Marcy, McDowell, ll.n‘lnn:{. m;::«:, "Illhm' H. Miller,
Morrlson, Nelson, Noble, John 0*Nell, Pendleton, g

Bamuel J. Handall,
Rogers, James 8. Rolllne, Ross, Scott, John B. Btoels, Willlam .
Stoole, Btiles, Strouse, Bweat, Voorhees, Wheeler, Chilton A. White,
Joseph ‘W, White, Winfield, Fernando Wood, and Yesman—b4d,

Mr. WILSON Mr Bpeaker, the law affected by the
ioin: resolution just reported from the Committee on the
udiciary is in the followiog language :

U Regolved by the Senate and Houseof Representatives, &c ,
That the provisions of the third clause of the fifth section of
‘ An et to supprees insorrection, 1o junieh tresson and re-
bellion, to seize and confiseate the property of rebels, and for
other purpuser,’ shall be so conatrued as not wo apply to un
et or acs done prior to the paseage thereof; ror to incla
any member of & Blate l‘ﬁmn. or judge of any Biate
court, who has pot, in accepting or entering upon his office
taken an oath to mfxort the coustitation of the so cu lled
Confede: ate States of Ame ica; nor shall any poniehment or
&muadings nnder sxid aet be ko constraed as to work a for-

itnre of the real es ate of the offender beyond his nataral
lm.'l %

The only of that resalution affected by the one now
under cousideration is the last clause, which provides that
no punibment or proeeeding under the confiscation act
-hﬁ be ro construed as to work a forfeiture of the reasl
estate of the vffender bayond his patural lifs. The object
of the resclution which I have reported is to so amend that
last elauee of the reeolution of July, 1862, as to make it
conform to sectidn third of artiile third of the Cunstitu-
tion of the United States. Io otber words it p to
substitute for the language o nbraced in that resolution of
1862 the language of the tation, which is as follows :

“The Congressst all have power todeclare the puuishmont
of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work corruption
of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the person

We do not propose by the resolution to determine the
queation of the legislative constraetion of the Conatitution,
whether we may for forfeiture of fee or confispa
tion of the resl estate during life. The pending resolution
leaves the whole mattsr to the court. Inother words, we
simply submit the section of the Constitution relsting to
the forfeiture of real estats to the eourts of the country
tn determine whether forfeiture may be in fee or only for

life.
Mr. COX. 1 ask my friend from Iowa whether he in-
tends to press the resolution to & vote now, without time

for preparation or for debate !
Mr. W

ILBON. I propose to permit discussion to go on
during the morning hour.

Mr. COX. Does (ke gentleman propose to call for the
previous gqueation, so ae to eut ofl' debate on this side of
the House !

I desirs to have sction on the reso-
lution.

Mr. COX. The gentleman eannot have aotion this
morning. .

Mr, WABHBURNE, of Illinois. By what authority
does the gentleman from Ohio make that declaration 7

Mr. CuX. By suthority of the rules of the House,
which ean be made to prevent such hasty legislation as will
strike at the very organio law of the mnhﬁ.

Mr. WABHBURNE, of Illinois. We will see.

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ssy that T was
unable to sgree with the majority of the Committee on the
Judiciary as to the working of this nmendment to the joint
resolution explanatory of the confiseation act: and I de-

tion of the House, in the first place, to the circumstances
under which the confiscation act was passed, as they may
oot be fresh in the recolleetion of all.
‘Now, sir, the confiseat on mot was pused by Congress
sent to the President, and before the jojnt resolution
T pr to be amended was passed, the President
prepared a m-?'e to veto the original confiscation act,
and I beg to read from that message which the President
tranamitted to the House an hin views in reference to the
counfiseation act. I read from the Coogressional Globe :

“That to which T chiefly object pervades most of the
act, but more distiuctly appears in the first, s Beventh,
and eighth sections. It in the sum of those provisions which
resu ta in the divesting of title forever
+ For the canses of treason and ingredienta of treason, uat
oo 4 lvea of the iy partias wheress the Constits
ond the lives of il . W ta.
S e Tt s Dolturos s, 50" aitabisbor chal
work of b'ood or forfeiture, exc:pt during the life
of the person atininted ' True, there is to be no formal at-
tainder in thin osse ; stitl I think the greater punishment can-
not be constitationally inflicted, in a different form, for the

T faxy fomark that e peoviskin of the Oulotisulio

- ol o tation,

e 4 % -ppllnonlrlnlrl:
estite.”

in Innguage borrowed from Great Britain
country, as | understand, to real or linded

Aftor the Prevident, baviog this confiseation aet wnder
consideration, had, as he says to Congress, prepared
this message to velo it, because it was unoonstitutional,
na purporting to take away, as punishment of treason,
agreator aetate in lnnds then a life estate, Cungress passad
the resolution explanatory of the confisoation act, and sent
it to the President ; and the of the explanatory
resolution now in question I beg to read again :

“ Nor shall an clh.lrnlnlw roceading under raid Act
l\ea:lmwd -’n work a farﬂplruofo real estate of
the offender beyond his nataral life.”

Aftar Congreas hnd passed and the President had ap-
proved thutwet and the explanatory resolution he returned
them to Congress, using thia language in his message re-
turning them with his spproval:

+ Consideting the bill for ¢ An act to suppress insnrrection,

u-ou%n and rebellion, to seize and the

y of rebels, and for other purposes,” and the re-

solution explan of said act wa being sn ¥ one,
1 buve approved and signed both '

8o that we have from the President s statement, fret,
that any attempt by Congress, or by the law-making power,
to make as & part punishment of treason the fo of
n greater estatp lnmawunlibmuof the offender,
would be unconstitutional ; and seoondly, that he only
approved the aot beoause he ragarded the joint resolution,

progposed , o part of the sot. And s
oubt that the forfeiture
the traitor is only of his
that is s far an we

to

sire to state briefly my reasons I wish to call the atten- | poned

WASHINGTON : THURSDAY,

JANUARY 21, 1864

of the Coustitution eould be so construed as to forfeit the
real eatate forever of the guilty trsitor. But I submit to
the House that it is at a very doubtful question
whether the language of the Constitution asn be fuirly so
construed. The langh of the Constitution is, “ but no
attainder of treason u:lrworh eorrupt on of blood or for
feiture nel{: during the life of ths persvn attanted.” 1
sgree with the President that by this langusge the Con-
stitution restrains us from forfeitiog the lund forever., It
seoms to we this is entirely clear ; but, if the question is
a doubtful one, [ submit to the gentleman whether it 18

ver wise to make our laws so that there may be a grave
doubt whether they are constitutionsl or not. Tu it wise,
particularly upon s subjrot like this, where the judgment
of the court below is to be in reference to the title of real
estate, to put the law in such a shape that it will be
doubtful in its meaning, one judge construing it one way
and another judge in auother way ?

Let 1t be remembered that the court which is first to
pase upon this law, whioh iz to condemn the property and
order it to be sold—and under ite judgmen: it must be
sold—is an inferior court, constituted by a single judge,
If be holds, upon this equivoosl questivn, made equivocal
by Congress itself by the proposed smendment, that the
foe parses, the party purchasivg so belisves. But thers
will be & right of review, and in testing that question years
henoe by beirs in the court sbove, the court may certsinly
hold that ouly a life estate can be condemned and sold,
aud thereby the purchaser will be involved in the misfor-
tune of what he paid. 1If, on the contrary, the court
below should hold that onlp a life estate can be condeuin-
aod sold, it will sell for ooly & amsll eum, 1If on re-
tbere should be a judgment the atber way, the pur-
or makes & great  out of the Governwment
getting the whole fes, when he only bid and paid for a
estate. I submit whether il is wise for the Inw-mak-
mor to make an amendment for the purpose of mak-

, now olear, doubtiul.

2

i
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Aguin—and T ask the sttention of every fair man to de-
cide this for himsel—if we had the constitutional power
to take away f.rever the estate in land, wonld it hs wise
to do so? T submit that the puni-huent fur treason, like
the punishment for every other erime, should fall upon the
guilty party only, and that we should not seek to affact his
innocent ohildren and heirs. Take away from the gnilty
party hia life estate, his right to dispose of it, but do not
take away the right of inberitanes from the innoeent heira,
who will show themselves loyal, else they never will have
the right to cume in court and ark to be heard.

I submit agaio, if there is a desire to press this matter
through now, thal this lsw «nd joiot reeolulion are and
speak ng one law as they stand; that the Jaw could not

Hall, | have been passed but from the fuct that tha joiut resvlu-

tiou was made a part of it. The act was smendid in ne-
eurdance with the Preeident’s supgeation of what it ought
to be. Now, repeal the joint resolution, or so amend it
that it epeaks anew from this time, and how will it aff-ct
men who have been guilty of treaeon since July, 1562,
when the law Was enncted 7 At least it will raise very
embarrassing 'questions in reference to procee ings now

oding, because the rule is that if you repeal a penal
aw all proceedings under it, not completed before Lhe

, fall.
But, sir, allow me to mske snother suggestion, and I do
it with a desire ns enrnest ws wun can entertain that we
should sct wisely for the restoration of this Union and the
upholding of this Government. I am in Iavor of energ: ti-
cally wield ng the powers of the Government to overthrow
and put down organized rebellioa and arm: d rebels ; and
et, sir, I do bZi::'a that if we love our eountry, if we
ope to see our people ever sgain living peacefully under
& uniled Government, we should toward the masses of 1he
people in tbe rebellious States hold out every indussment
which the Government honorsbly ean hold out to induce
them to desert the secpssion leaders, to luy down their
arms, snd come back to their allegianes to the Cunstitu-
tion and the Jaws; und it seems to me that one great in
duocement would be that the Government had not taken
away from the masees of the peopls the right of their
children to inberit their lands, or their owa right, if they
lay down their arms and comply with such mmnes'y ss
the Governm nt way deem it wise to ¢ff-r, to buy back
cheaply the lif. -estate which they have lost. If we forfeil
the lands of the masses of the la forever, if we muke
the law such that the courts mthat. the lands are sold
to purchasers forever, do we not put the Government in s
l::ﬁﬂl where they eannot hold out, not to the leading
igators and actors in the rebellion, but to the great
masses of the people of the South, the inducement which
I think it would bs wise to bold oot to them to inducn
them to desert thoae leaders and to come back Lo the old
Government, under which wa wmust hope at Jesst to bring
the great masa of them; becanse <o man, I take it, de-
atres to exterminate the great mass of that people.

Bir, let me suggest again that if we sttempt to sell thesn
lands in fee, if we leave the law in such shupe that the
eourtsa will be enabled 50 to construeft—though I do not
think they rightfully can, or that they ultimately will—you
will bave the rights of purchasers intervemng to embar-
rass the Federsl Government in any scheme of amnesty
which they may think wise and proper to hold forth t the
masses of the people of the Bouth for the purpose of es
tablishing proper relations between them and the Govern-
ment under the Constitution ; to embariass the Govern-
ment in ite efforts to reatore its civil authority alter we
have overthrown the armed rebsls and brooght to punish
ment the leaders who bave jostigated and acted in this at-
tack « n the suthority of the Government.

I trust for these reasons, which I have not attempted to
argue, bat merely to state briefly, the House will not paes |
this resolutien, or at lsast they will allow us to have it
rinted and referred to the Committee of the Whole on
state of the Union, so that geotlemen may exswine it

for the present and for the future, in sctiug wisely and pru.
dently in reference to thia matter.

If it is in order, and if the ecbairman of the Commities
on the Judiciary will permit me, I will move or will
ask him to move that the resclution be printed and post

referred to the Committee of the Whole on the sinte of
the Union, where there will be no dieposition to oppose or
discuss it factioualy, but where geutlemen will have the
means of looking into the matter and of deciding whether
it in wise to chauge the law, which now iuflicts ne n part
of the punishment for treasen forfeiture of esta e fur life.
I believe that in all that we ecan constifutionslly do, and
therefore 1 am not in favor of amending the lnw asit now
stands, which is clear, so as to leave it doubtful and open
to legal eonstruetion.

Mr. WILSON. I und ratand that thers ara somas other
members of the Committee on the Judiciary who desire to
be beard upon this proposition, and I certainly bhave no
desire to press it unressonably upon the House. 1 will
therefore move to reorpmit the juint remolution to the
Committes on the Judiciary. That will admit of genersl
discussion oo the resolution. Let the discusgion proceed
duriog the present morning bour, and then let it pass over
as unfinished business to be taken up in future. That
will enable gentlemen to examine the resolution, and slse
to expreas such views as they may desire 10 present to the
House, I submit the motion to recommit, nud 1 alen move
that the joint resolution be printed.

A PROFITABLE CHARTER.

Correspondence of the New York Triluns
ForTrESS MORROR, JARUARY 14, 1864,
The Military Commission of which Gen. Wiatar is pre-
sident, now in sesmon at Norfolk, have under investiga-
ion another mona!rous steamboat operation—that of the

charter to Government of the little ateamer Nellie Baker,
which was taken in February, 1862, at $350 per duy.
The Nellie was owned st that time by Captains Cins Bpear
and A. W. Colden and Mr. G. H. B. Loug, all of Boston,
who !rnld $19,800 for ber, and subsequeotly put her on
the Nabant route. Bbe was afterwards charterod to Go-
vernment, at the above-named date and price, the oharter
running ten monthe, and returning to her owners § 106 200
The Government then bought her outright, paying $42 000
for her—the chartar money and the purchase money real-
izing to her owners the snug sum of §148,000.

In addition to this large sum, the profita derived from
the male of refreshments on board Nellie during the
time ahe was upder oharter were about twenty five dol'ars

r day, beside which ahe was supplied with coal gratis
:; the G« vernm-nt.

A onne of n amaller pattern, but one nearly as flagrant
in the circumstances conneoted with it, is also under in-

tion. The faots are these: An old eannl barge

the * Miss Mary,”™ worth abont eight or nine hun
dred dollars, was ohartered in November, 1862, at twenty.
five dollars par day. Thia bargs remnined under aharter
at this extravagant price until she had earnad her owners
tour thousand dollare. Bhe was nominally & * prison
hulk," but the evidence shows that sha was used but a
small part of the time Her owners wers John Coblens
and John ¥. Pickrell, of Baltimore, who figured a0 con-
spicuously 1n the Grimes Committee investigation,

The entensive dry-goods warshonss No. 146 Dunoe
street, (New York,) oceuped by Merera. Aulfmocdi, Hoa
«nberg & Co., aod Fairchild & Fanshaw, took fice on
&M’ night. and was entirely destroyad, together with
the mamn portion of the stoek. The loss fa stated st
mm. Mr. George W. Burridge, & fireman, wab
by the falling of & wall.

NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE.

The Legislsture of New Jersey met on Tuesday last
and was organized by the electivn of Demoeratic officers,
that parly having & very deeisive msjority in both Houses.

The aooual messuge of Governor PARKER, communi-
eated to the ture on Wednesday, presenls a clear
aud comprehensive view of the affairs of the Siate,
which generally are in & flourishing condition. We ex-
tract at length so'muoch of this uble document ns rela’es to
national affairs :

NATIONAL AFFAIRS.

the various sutjects of interest eon-

vistration of the State Government
during the last tful year,’snd made such suggestions
aud recommeudations in reference thereto as appeared
neceskary, your atteution is now invited to the coosidera-
tion of national affairs. Whils proper respect for conati-
tuted authority should alwaya be observed, the free ex-
pression of opinion upon topics conoected with the war
should be exercised. The issues involved in'the contest
are too great, and the consequences of a mistaken policy
too serious, to suffer us to b governed by the spirit of
fuetion on the one hand, or influenced by bliod subser-
vienoy te power op the other. It is only in the light of
free discussion thet the palh of duly can be discovered.

The vature of eur eomplex system of government, the
rights of the Stated upder the Conatitution, the causes that

Haviog presen
neoted with the

induced secesion, the ur justifisble character of the rebel-
lion, the unwarras ensroachments on the rights of
_citizens of Joyal under the plea of *

sily,” wers, among otber subjects, fully diseussed upon my
i tion to office. It in not necessary to repest the opin-
ions then expressed. Time has not changed, but strength-
sved them.

We have now arrived at that stage in the progress of the
war when we are forced 10 cousider questions connected
with the restoration of peace. During the past year the
nationsl armies bave achieved important vietories. A
Inrge part of the territory originally occupied by the in-
surgent forces has been wrested from their grasp, and the
military power of the enemy, with some inconsiderable
exceplions. is now confined within the parr.w compars of
toe Southern Atlantic States. The failure to obtain fo-
reign recogpition and the dernnged oundition of the finan-
ces have orippled the energies of the rebel Government.
T'he greatest suff-ring exists among all classes, and while
large sud powerful armies are still in being, and n deter-
mwioation to continue the war to the last extremity is wani-
faeled by those in power, there ia reason to believe that
génernl disnatisfaction and discoursgement pervade tue
mussea, and that in some logaiities the people are uoxious
to rencw their sllegiaoce to the Federal Government, if
eomelistory terme be extended to them. The plan of re
storstion propused by the Nationsl Executive in his lute
annual message to Congress, accompanied by the assurance
that it would be sbendoned if a better way could by de-
vised, opena the question of pacifiention to the people; nud
invites discussion.

‘I e givat quastion to be cousiderad is, how can we have
peice and the Uniom in the shortest time 7  For, huwever
desirable pesce muy be, we should be united iu the d-ter-
minalion that when it comes it should bring with it the
Union of the States uoder she Fedoral Constitution, snd
the re-estsblishment of the natioval authority «ver the
whole country. The prosecution of the war by all eonsti-
tutional menns for the purpose of desrroying the wilitary
power of the rebsllion, sccompanicd by an amnesty, offer-
ing to the people of th= rebel Statea such coneiliatory terms
as nre coustitutional, just, aod_practicabls, will spouest
produce pence snd the Union. Whbat terms should be ex-
tended to the prople 7 In what way should the Btates re-
spne the functions of government so long in abeynnee in
consequenes of the rebellion, and sgain become active
members of the Federal Urion?  These are the absorbi: g
questions of the bour, und upon the answer depends u
speedy pesce or the prolongation of this terrible strife.

‘T'v determine the right basis of a peace, we should sscer.
tain the purpose for which the war was commenced, because
the plan of pacifieation ahould eonform to the declared b
ject of the war. This object ou the part of our Govern-
ment was explicitly stated by a ion p d unani-
wously by the House of Represcotatives soon after the
commrneezent of hostilites, and whieh atill stands aa the
authoritanve declaration of the popular braneh of Con
gm:;.ed ‘I‘n:h:uuludm ﬁ;chmhth;t ““the war is not
LW lor purpase overihrow, or interfarin
“ with the rights nnd established imumﬁ- of the Btnr:
‘ but to defend and maintain the supremaey of the Conati-
‘ tution, and to preserve tha Unino, with all lh::l’my
“ equality, and rights of the several States unimpnired, and
‘ that 88 soon s theep objects are accomplished the war
‘ pught to cea-e.”’ 1o the published o wrespondence of the
State Department the same idea is forcibly expressed in
the fillowing language: * The rights of the States and the
* condition of every buman bemg jo them will remain sub-
‘§ect to exsctly the ssme laws and forms of administration,
¢t whether the revolulion should suceeed, or whether it
“ahall fail In the one case the States would be
‘ federnily counccted with the new confederacy; in the
‘other toey wonld be, ne now, members of the United
CBeater; but thesr conetitutions aud laws, customs, babits,
‘and institutions in either case would remain the same.”
In repudisting mdinnmstlj any intention on the part of the
Executive to disturb the domestic institutions of the Stares,
the writer adds: * Aoy such «fort on his part would be
¢ unconstitutional, sud all his setions in that direction would
‘be prevented by the judicial authority of the United
‘ States, even though aesented to by Congress and the
. m?b-"

Auvcording to the priveiples thuas deliberately announesd

carefully, for believe me we are all deeply interssted, both | on bebsif of the exeoniive and legialative branchee of the

Goveroment, the States were to be regarded as in the
Union, and the rebellion ecosidered se a revolt of the peo
ple ue individunle, and whenever they rhould lay down
their avins snd renew their allegiance to the Federal G v-
ernmeut, the States ua bodiea politie were to resume the

to some future day for consideration, or that it be | exercise of the functione that bad- lain dormant in conse-

quenoe of the rebellion, with the same constitutious, laws,
und inattutions as before the war begnn,
An amnesty has been oflered to the insurgents. Do its
torma and conditions aceord with the declurations volun
tarily made to the people of the loyal Biates, and pub-
hished to the world ' Is & restoration of the State Gov-
ernments to their formar position under loyal sdmnistra
tione invited, or iudeed any provieion made for such
return ! Does not the plan, on the contrary, ignore the
existance of the States with their * eonetitutions sod furms
of sdministration,” and provide only for the ereation of
new States, with new forms of government, founded on
new principles dictated in advance by the central power !
Are the cooditions such s are oaloulaed to divide our
enemies, snd draw the hearts of the repenting people of
the deecaying Confederacy towards our Government, or
will they not be more hkely to unite them, and give their
orafty leaders waterial to icflime their hatred and impel
them to renewed resistance 1 Under the amncaty at pre-
sout extended, if the entire population of certmin States
shruld to-day lay down thair arms, sue for pasce, and take
the oath of allegisuee to the Constitution and laws of the
United States, ot one man of the number, loyal or dis-
loyal, could be received and pardoned, unless he should
wlso surrender his State Government as it existed when
loysl before the vutbrenk of the rebellion, besides yielding
the greater portion of his property, smd virtuslly scknow-
ledging by an osth that he thought it wag right so to do.
1a th ® the kind of eoncilistion to agcompany and strengthen
the arm of power 1

I'hiw plan 1 the natural fruit of the emancipation pro-
clnmntion, and in predicsted on the idea that the abolition
of slavery i of primary importanes. It is not in aocord-
ance with the deelared objeet of the war. The Union is
the all-important object, and slavery should be a subor-
dinnte guestion

It is ucknowledged that, se & matter of eivil administra
tion, the General Government bse no lawfal power to
¢flact emancipation in any State, but the right to do so is
elsimed oo the ground of * military neceesity.”” The line
of argument which jostifies the emancipation proelsmation
nin military messure, renders the Constitution inopers-
tive in time of war, aod makes all our rights subject to
Executive diseretion. I this be so, the framers of our
Coustitution were mistaken in supposing they had ereated
u republioan torm of government

But suppope the emancipation proclamation does not
violate the Constitation still it was unwise, and not de-
munded 88 & means to aid in the euccessful prosecation of
the war. On the contrary it is now proving the truth of
the predietion that It would be an obatacle in the way of
prace  If thut policy had not been insugurated there is
ro doubt but that in some of the States the mass of the
people, before this time, would have suppinnted their rulera
and roturoed to their slleginnes. It is a great mis'ake to
saeume that the emaneipation poliey has contributed to
our military suceeesos during the past year. Our viotories
are don to the skill of our officers, wnd the indomitable
courage of our soldiers, who buve achieved great trinmphs
in apite of n polioy that united the enemy snd rendered
his resistanee more desperate.  The vast resourees of the
wition have alao had time to develop their superiority over
(hiose of the ineurgent States. How has it given us strength 1
Did voluntesrs from the loyal States hasten to fill the ranks
of the atmy as was predicted when the proclamation
janund, of was not the wpirit of volanteering quenched

thronghout the North, and the G(m-r,out compelled to
remort 10 conseription T Tt ia the dukp of the citizen not

| 1o exercian conditional loyalty, but to respond, to the extent

believe that if the

of the laws of the country,” balf &
would fly to arms and eonseription
EBIII it is gaid, in justifioation of the emancipation
t

vult we are asked to prolong the present struggle, per-
haps involve ourselves in hopaless bankruptey, and add to
the eountless thousands of the slaip, evenif we now
hnve the old Union uoder the present Conatitntion. Every
member of Congress who voted fur the resolution express-
ing the objeot n} the war declared, in substance, that the
supremacy of the Copstitution could be maintsined and
the Union preserved without interfering with the righta
or estublished institutions of the States. The frumers ot
the Federsl Constitution eo believed aud acted upon that
theory ; and it was wot until those great and good wmen
had passed away that some of their degenerate sone, in the
one seation fired with an unholy ambition for empire, and io
the other led by & blind fansiicism which would overturn
eonstitutional rights, brought tbis dire calamity upon us.
The eventa of the Put thiea years will never be effsced
from the memory of the living, and bistory will tell its ead
story of desolation and death. There is no danger of a
repetition of such bitter experiences. In neither section
will the people agnio listen to the counsels of such as led

wooes- | them into theas troubles. There would be greatar danger

ol the renewal of hoatilities should peace be made by strik-
ing the old Btates from existence and ereatiog new onea
under the pledge of the Federal Government, even afier
the war had ended, to sustain a small minority of the in-
babitauts in bolding. the majority in subjection. To do
this an immense standing army would be required. Bunh
action, in direct corfliet wi'h the Constitution, wouald iu-
nugurate many complicated and exoiting questions in re-
ferenes to representation in Congress snd the electorsl
college, in which the people of the populous loysl Btates
would bs deeply interested.

But the question may be asked, how does the present
amunealy delay and hinder the repentant rebel from ne-
eepting its terme, il he sincerely desires to renew hia alle-
ginnee, when the oath be is required to tske binds bim to
sbide by and Taithiully support all proclamations havii g
reference to slaves, only so far as they shall uot be modi-
fisd or declared void by the deowion o! the Buprems
Court? Tas not a proposition ressounble which off-ra to
submit the title of property to the eourts? The an: wer
is, that such a proposition might be ressonable, (for nll the
questions growing out of tne rebellion must be finally
settled by judicinl decision,) provided a comphance witn
the eonditions of the sonexed oath dd mpt in advave-
practically destroy the very property the title of which it
is proposed to submit to the opinion of the courts. It
would be better Lo deny entirely the privilege of judieinl
investigation then to offer it in such & manner as to pre-
gent the sbadow of justice without the eubstsnes. The
question is pot whether the masses in the rebeliioya
Siates are entitled to any terms of pardon, for that has
alrendy been decded by offering terms, on the ground thar
a majority of the peopls had been deluded by ambitious
l-ndera; but whether the terms offered to those who will
lny down their arms and beovme loysl citigzens, are prae-
.icable, and caleulsted to produes the objset the Govein
munt should bave in view, that is to end the war as soun
as possible, by dividing Southern sentim«nt and arraying
the people against those in power. 'I'nke the case of a
Union man in the South who has been compelled, through
fear of violence, paseiveiy to submit to Coufederate rule,
(nud thers are doubtless many such cases,) and now that
the Federsl bayonets have driren the encmy from his
aeighborhood he desires to avail himeelf of the amneaty,
would he be encouraged in loyalty by being informed that
he eannot take the presoribed oath without surrendering,
an & condition precedent, the title to all his slaves, sunst)
tuting perhaps the whole of his property, bat that in
yeurs to come, if the Buprems Court should declars the
proclamatioos i reference to slaves void, he can have his
property if he can find it. Indeed itie doubtful if the man
whu observes the osth could bring hia olaim of property
bifore the court, becsuss he would not be su porting 1he
proclamations in attempting to have them declared void
Just here is one of the radieal defects of the proffsred
smnesty as & mods of pacifieation. It should have re-
quired sllagin-ce only to the Constitution and the laws,
Iraving the court subsequently to deeide upon their va
tidity and mpun 'ag_k ity of all acta of the Adwministra
tion, including the p tiong, and permittiog the man
who desires to renew his allegisnoe to retaio the property,
of which be is the possessor und prima fagie owuer until
the title in decided, so that be may have the benefit of the
decision if it be in his favor.

But suppose there were no constitutionsl objections to
overturming the estublished institutions of the states, and
and that the rebels had no rights, and deserved no enu-
sideration whatever in the sott ement of these diffioulties,
and thal the people of the North snd the servile race i
he Bouth wers the qoly parties intorested, the question
whether sither we ar they would be benefited by the sud
d-n emancipation of three millions of dependent beings,
ignorant, indolent, and not self-eupporting, olsims serious
reflaction.  To effect emapeipation, the war, with ite im
mensé attrudant expenses, mast undoubtedly be protract
od, aud 1f finally effected, the burden of sustaining and pro.
viding for those liberated will of necessity devolye on the
Guvernment and rmple of the North.

It i« the part of wisdom sometimes to pause and take a
ealm view of our finsncial eondition. Aecordirg to the
most favorable statement, if the war should end vow, it
is probable that the expenses incident to its clese wouls
swell the national debt to over two thousand millions o!
dollars.  Add the State, county, city, and township debs-
which nre constantly accumulating, and you will find that
our indebteduess exceeds the almost fubulons debt of Greast
Hritain, it the differences in the wealth and rate of intere-t
ol the two nations be considered. The snoual interest f
our debt is more than the expenses of the Guvernment
belore the war., We do not yet fu ly realize our resl can
dition, beeause we ara in the whirl of exeitement, and
have only begun to feal the weight of taxativn. I do not
take this view to diecourage, but 1 thiok it right to atate
th sa fucts sboyt which there is no seoret, in ralerence to
u subject in which we are sl deeply interasted, in solemn
warning. A faithful pilot wil not elose his eyes in seeu
rity when the rhip 4 in peril, but will use every effort in
time to ssonpe the danger. Let eagh ona inquire fur him-
self how mueh debt, in proportion to ite wealth, & nation
oan carry in safety.
1f the war ba brought to a clase within & ressonable
time snd a united country be the result, this great nation,
with its immense resources, will apring into new life, and
ynder the blessed reign of peaos will ultimately stake off
ite burdens.  'We should be prepared to make still greater
sacrificea than any that have gone befors, if necessary t.
gave the Union; but the eonsiderations to whieh I have
sdverted admonish us not to prolong the war s moment
longer thun in veces:ary to effeot its legitimate ohject Lot
us be oareful lest in seeking to attain a fanciad henefit for
othera we do not destroy ourselves, | any fancied benefi',
for history informs us of the sad oondi ion of those enun-
triea whare |avge slave populations have been suddeuly
cinnnoipated.  What is the history we are now muking ?
1be fortunes of war, in the advange of our srmies, have
bronght within our lines large numbers of slaves, and their
deplarable pondition is portraysd by trustworthy eye-wit.
neses, who are appealing to our sympathy to sid the un.
fortunate sufforers. We are told that thousands upon
thousands are neattered aloog (he banks of the Missisnippi,
enllected ia campn, almost naked, sufforing from sichness
and exposure, and dying 1o startling numbers. 1t is stated
that during the Inst winter, aut of four thousand collected
in a single city twelve hundred died It in the duty of all
Ohristian and bumane people to contribute even from
soanty meaus for their relief.  But the very grave qoes-
tion preacnts itaelf, if such ba the suffering And suoh the
alaima npon our charity when there are only an hundred
thousand to ecare for, what would be the eondition of
things should three millioos of these poor, dependent, Iand-
lesn snd homeless baings ba sot fres ?

The present poaition of affsirs is environed ‘with difi-
oulties, and nearly all of them proeeed from interpolating
the emancipation polioy on tha conduet of the war. In
vinw of the fao's (o whioh ref-renos has been made should
not that poliey be ubandoned? Would it not be better
for ourasives and the slaves to abandon & mensure which
was adopted with great hesitanoy and doubt, both as
to ita policy and walidity, and which has raised aven groater
obstacles to proification than was predicted? Experionce
proves the opinion heretofore expressed that if in the
providence of God emancipation ia to eome it will come
#0 na to be the greatest blessing to both races; and thar
to benefit even thows in servitude 1t should eoms by the
aotion of the people among whom the relstion exints,
pracefully and gradually, and not by the instrumentality
of the sword,

It in not from sympathy for slavery, na is sometimes
charged, that the introdue.ion of the emancipation poliey
in dapreented, but beenuss it violates the Constitution and
wdds vastly 1o the dificulties which stasd in the way of

esge and union. Slavery was introdneed by our fore
sthers, and incorporated in the institutions of both sec-
tims. Upon the establishmaot of our nationsl indepen-
| denca and the formation of the Federal Government it was
recoguised ss s State ivstitution, and left by the framers

of his powers, to the lawful demsnds of the Government
for the purpuse of subduing the rebellion, yet who does not
pation policy were abandoned,
and a proclamation issued that the  eole great objects of
the war were the restoration of the uuity of the nation,
the pre-arvativn of the Constitution, aud the suprewmacy
Hion of volusteers
s thing of the past.
iey,
at unlees slavery be uprooted before the war ends peace
will be of short duration. This is mere supposition; sod
from fear that another war might at some foture tims re-|

of the Conatitution to the people of the severs! States to
maoags for themselves  lo the North the people, without
iiterforence from the other section, deelared for its gradual
sbolishment. There are those, however, who are not
satisfied with thls, sud invist upon eradieating the lust
::l::]t" of Lht: :lnlml.utiut wliwnur they find it, no marter
constitutiona ta ioterpose, fields

are deluged with blood” N

ome believe that war will destroy all hope of union.
They maiotain that it is best for the inyteu-nu Ft:? the whule
country that our srmies should be withdrawn, that the flow
of blood +hould be permitted tn cease hefore both ectious
become entirely axhuusted ; that with the withdrawal of
our armies reason would resuwe its sway, ad the South,
if permitted to depart in pence, would at some future time
voluntarily return to the Union. The policy they recom-
wend, bowever sincerely entertained, would ecertainly re-
sult in perpetual disunion, and we would emerge from the
present war oaly to be involved in other conflicts oot less
bloody, which would inevitably fluw from sepuration. The
withdrawal of our armies wou'd be & confe-sion of weak-
ness, aud the Coufederacy would ut once be acknowledead
by foreign Powers. A people who would sunder the lies
which bound them to the Union, and endure o much in
the effort to establish an independrnt government, siter at-
taining the obj-et, would uever voluntarily surrender their
nationality. INo such instsnee is on record. What result
such action might have noowmp'ished betore the destruetion
of so mueh life and the desolstion of sy many bomes we
will never kuow. The wit ing of men and the with-
drawal of sur armies now would be equivalent to surrep-
dering the Union forever. The way to » which they
propose would not only lead to war, but to the
overthrow of our system of Government. The right of
recasnion once acknowledged, the remaiving Siates
soon be sublivided into peity proviooes, and involved in
endle-s warfare would soon become the prey of acmes am-
bitious conquerer, 1t is the duty of the State authorities
to furvish the men necessary to destroy the armed power
of the rebellion, and it is equally the duty of the General
Government to sccompauy the exergise of the power en-
trusted to it with proper t*rms of coneiliation.
Others allege that wen of controlling wfluence insist
$hat the old Union uuder the present Consti utivn shall
n=ver be restored ; tvat there shall be n Umon unless
slavery be first abolished ; that arbitrary powe: io direct
antagonism with eoostitutionsl rights has bren employrd
in the loyal States ; that miluary rule and vosuthorized
te#l onths bave in rome instances iuteriered with the tree-
dum of elections, ard that wen who love thé Union and
su-tain the Goverument, bur protast against tbis pol ey,
are denounced ne traitors and proseribed Irom places of
position, both military and civil. Thbe truth of these alle-
gations in sustaived by facts; and yet they who complain
are not justified in the abatewent of their eff ks to subdue
the rebellion. Wise men will not be driven from the path
ol duty by'the errors or vituperstion of otners. Whatever
thera mway now say or do will not pallate the crime of
those who took up arms against the Government, or lessen
the vbligations of patriotic men to sid in their overthrow. -
We sbould not abandon the Government of our country,
engnged 10 war with thore who would destroy our national
#Xi tenee, whethor temporarily administared to our liking
or not. ‘I'be Government is deeigned to be parpetusl,
whi'e admimetratioys are traosient. We must »ub iue the
rebollion and save the country in spite of all d fioulties.
I'nat whieh interferee with the sperdy restoration of the
Usion under the Coostituti.n, whether it procesds frum
the suewy or exisle smong ourselves, must be overcvme,
Every obstacle in the way, whetner it be the reb: | arwies
or the fatal p lLiey of thuse in power, shou!d be ewept from
existence Ly the people; in the one case by the use of
military foree, aod in the other by the untrammelled ex-
vroise of tho elective franchise, Howev-r stroog our
armies imay become, suocess will be delayed upless we
have the right eiwml Ipnlicy. In faet, with ut the right
eivil policy vietory will not give us & Union worthy of the
name.

The State for which you legielate occupies & proud posi-
tion. Iu every emergency she has proved true to her Re-
volutionary tame. In every war in which the sountry has
been eng-ged New Jersey has cootributed freely of her
treasurs snd ber sons. Her people are patriotie, conser
vative, and eminently nationsl. They have alwags been
willing to stand by the contract as our fathers made it,
“They have always obsarved the counstitutional rights of
other States and the uation. They love the TJnion and
will labur for ite pregsrvation aa the firsl great object to
b accomplished They will hail the day when thuse in
rebeliion shall lay down their arms and return benesth
the folds of our nationsl bsoner. Whils they will prompt-
ly meet every constitutional demand of the General Gov-
arnment to the extent vf th-ir means to
overthrow armed rebellion, yot they will can inue to protest
sgainst every innovation of their rights or the rights of the
States, nud sgainst any paeliey whieh to them svews de-
siructive to tne Constitution, snd unnecessarily postp n a
the trinmph of our arma and the reatoration of p ace upon
jus<t terms, on the basis of the Union of sovereign and
~qual States,
ln the midet of sore affliction, our hearts should swell
wih gratitude to the Aua bor of every guod ani perf-es
gt tor tus many blessings He bas vouchra'ed tv us during
Lhe year thnt has pust. ‘Ha has proteeted our 8 ate (rom
the invaler, snd preserved peaos within our boidars. He
has rewnrded industry, aod crownel with plenty the la-
birsof the husbandman. May He give us all wisdom to
d-woern the rigut, and bearts to do our duty when disosrn-
ed; and in His infimte merey may He lovk with compas-
sion upon our blesding and distracted country, and aguin
Rive us peace, union, snd prosperity.

JoEL PARKER.

A MiSSIUN 10 RICHMOND.

Mr. H. M. Warfield, s merchant of Baltimore, has gone
to R ebmond to endeavor to effsct the « xehange of M+ r

White, 8 Hepublican Benantor of Pennsylvanin, fir Gen.
Trimble, of the rebel army. ‘The Bultimors Ameriean
anys that Mr. Warfield bas not undertakeo rhivs mission by
suthority of the War Departwent, an has been stated, and
explains the matter as tollows

* Our readers already know that Major Wh te, s m mber
alect of the Pennsylvsnia B-nate, is a prisoner at Kich-
wond, and that his absenos has given the Dem erats the
power to prevent the reyu'sr organization of the Sennte,
and vmbarrass the proce dings h?rho Legislaturs. It baa
therefore begome an object of importanes to seoure the
release of Major White, and some time 8go weasu-es to-
wards this result were initiated. They resulted in an
understanding, #aid to have been sanotivnea by J. fls son
Davis bimself, that Major White would be exchauged ‘or
Msjor Jones, a rebel prisoner in our hands. Major J-nes
was socordingly sent to City Poiot, but new difficuities
were thera created Mr. Ould, the rebel commmsivner,
had not been informed of the agreement, and the rebel
Major returned to Fortress Mooroe.

“ Rupre-entations were thon mads to the War Dapart-
ment by Major Jones that if he were permited to go to
Kichmond vn his parole he conld procure the release «f
Major White Mr Stanton eoosented, and Major Jones
was passcd through onr lines, oo expresa condition
that he was to procurs the relesse of Major Waite, or
wimeslf return. Ha did neither. Anpother Pennsyleavia
M:jor was sent in exchangs by the rebels, aod Mujor
Junos remained South, thus violating the express terma of
his parole, wh ch specified that he was to be exchanged
or Muj v White. Mr. Stanton, disguated with this dis-
honorable piece of triekery on the part of ths rebels, re-
fused to have sny thing more to do with the matter.
“Bines the meoting of she Legislature Governor Cur.
tin and other prominent Pennsylvanians supeal d to the
President in reference to the matter. They represented
that if permission was given to them to send a person to
Richwond, and toe Government would consent to give up
Gen. 1. R 'Trimble, or any other Brigadier Geoeral in our
haude, for Major White, that would be abls to securs
the exehange vt the latter. The nt, after oot s dera-
tion, and in view of the urgent solicitations made, gave his
consent to both these tions.

“ The seleetion of Mr. Warfiels was made by & relative
of Major White, who thought that his koown disloyaity
here would give him influence at Richmond. Mr War.
field was approached on the subjact, snd consented to no-
cept the mission  The Government catrind cut its part of
(he sgreement, and be is now in Richm nd gndumr:-.g to
sacure the exchange of Major White for Brig. Gea. Trim-
ble. The rebel authorities have for some liwe been anx-
ious to securs the releass of Trimble, probably becausa,
nesides being a priconer of war, be is also under indiot-
ment for trenson in the United Statos Disiriot Court of thin
State. Their sgreement lo the exchange in therefure
alingether likeiy.

" “;Ve have r-:r doubte whether it was wise to send Mr.
Wharfield to Rionmond, but it is right thaz the real faotan
he matter should be known snd the affair brought down
w0 Ita proper level.”

@ Belgwick bhas written a letter to Gen. Frenoh,
commandiog the Third Corps of the Army of the Poto-
mae, emphatieally denying an accusation sgainst the Iatter
by & New England olergyman, from whioh it ap that
wemueh eonversation e is repressnted wih Gen Meade
+ver took place  Uen, Hedgwiok paye s bigh cowpliment
to Gen. French's bearing during aotion, s weil
as his sble di of

The members of Gen.
Fronch's staffl have alao 1 a denial of the oslumy
uivun statement,




